Urban Education Major Proposal to APC
Appendix D

Student Interest Survey

 [Note: This narrative was prepared for the Urban Education major. It has been modified to include survey results for the credential programs.]
The Education Department Questionnaire was administered to students taking our education courses during the fall 2012 and spring 2013 academic year. A total of 111 students responded. A copy of the survey is included on the last page.

Student Interest in Credential Program

Question #3 asked students if they would be interested in obtaining a credential to teach in elementary or secondary schools. A sample of open-ended responses related to the teaching credential is included in the chart below.  

	Education Department Questionnaire

Interest in Elementary or Secondary Teaching Credential 

(2012/2013)



	Would you be interested in obtaining a:
	YES
	NO

	Elementary School Credential?


	49
	31

	Secondary School Credential?


	43
	38

	Note: Total responses to the survey = 111. Students could mark BOTH elementary & secondary boxes.


Student Interest in Urban Education Major 

As the table above indicates, there is substantial interest in obtaining either an elementary or secondary teaching credential. Comments from respondents also bear this out as students report coming to Oxy because of the credential program.

As for the major in Urban Education, thirty-two percent (n=36) indicated that they would either major or double major in Urban Education. Of those, 13% (n=14) said they would engage Urban Education as their primary major course of study. Twenty percent of the respondents (n=22) said they would major in urban education along with another content area.  (An important point to note is that students wishing to receive an elementary teacher credential in California under this program revision will need to double major. However, it has always been the case that students pursuing secondary credentials in California have engaged a course of study at Oxy roughly equivalent to a double major in the content area in which they wish to teach.)  

Moreover, 32% (n=35) indicated that, while they would not major in urban education, they would consider double majoring in urban education (along with, for example, majors in DWA, UEP, Economics, Psychology – suggested from Comments section).  It is our observation that this is also a core group of students as their responses suggests that they see the urban education curriculum as integral to their broader vocational goals.

Forty students said they would neither major nor double major in education. For this latter group, possible reasons gleaned from the Comments section of the survey are that they are seniors, or they are happy with their current major choice, or are not interested in education as a major.

Overall, this survey indicated a broad spectrum of student interest in an Urban Education major and teaching credential.  Though only administered in our classes, survey results indicate there is indeed a critical mass of students to sustain this proposed program.  We are excited about the prospect of interest in this major campus-wide.

	Education Department Questionnaire

Urban Education Major 

(2012/2013)



	Responses to Question #1:  

(Part I) Would You Major in Urban Education? (Y/N)   

(Part II) -Or- Double Major? (Y/N)


	Course and Number of Respondents
	I would Major

in 

Urban Education

(Answ'd 'Yes' to Pt. I)
	I would either Major or 

double Major in

Urban Education

(Answ'd 'Yes'/'Yes')
	I would only consider Urban Education as a double Major

(Answ'd 'No'/'Yes')
	I would not

consider Urban Education

as a Major

(Answ'd 'No'/'No')



	EDUC 145 (Fall)

N = 9
	1
	3
	2
	3

	EDUC 141 (F)

N = 5


	0
	0
	1
	4

	EDUC 140 (F)

N = 16


	3
	4
	6
	3

	EDUC 205 (F)

N = 7


	2
	0
	4
	1

	EDUC 215 (F)

N = 14


	2
	4
	8
	0

	EDUC 219 (F)

N = 17


	3
	2
	3
	9

	EDUC 213 (F)

N = 12


	0
	2
	2
	8

	EDUC 207 (Spr)

N = 14


	0
	1
	6
	7

	EDUC 145 (S)

N = 15
	3
	5
	2
	5

	EDUC 201 (S)

N = 2


	0
	1
	1
	0

	Totals: N=111


	14
	22
	35
	40

	Why?

Definitely interested … strong supporter of public schools … interested in being a teacher (6)…  it would fill a gap in my post B.A. plans … interested in urban education … enjoy education courses that include legislation and fieldwork … I enjoy community literacy … I never thought about education courses … no, I’m a senior (5) … sounds like a great major but doesn’t fit into my larger plans … would double major in psychology/Urban Ed, would help for grad school … understanding the pitfalls in education and how to improve it … already have major & minor but wouldn’t either way… it would be nice to have more classes in education … my major is UEP therefore an urban ed. major would be ideal … Spanish & Education would prepare me for teaching … I know how much urban schools need quality teachers … because it’s my calling & there’s no other major here that fits my needs. It’s also a major that’s NEEDED in today’s world more than anything … because the field of education is what I want to enter into albeit not as an educator … Education has always been a possible career choice for me. I picked Oxy because of its commitment to social justice, equity and activism. Education totally fits into that … a great major, very useful … based on my interests in viewing education from an economic lens & pursuing grad school in education policy a double major in econ & education would be perfect (2) … I am very interested in education, I would have loved to see a bigger variety of courses in the department as well as being able to get my teaching credential … it’s important to understand the way education looks at the different levels suggested … double majoring in Urban ed. & English, … double major urban ed. & biology … I’m not interested in pursuing education in my career, but I would explore the idea [urban ed.] for the lessons have real life applications that could inform my outlook on life … I would double major b/c it would be better to pair education w/ another topic such as CTSJ or Latin American studies or most social sciences … I would like to major in a content area [high school teacher] but to double major in urban education b/c that’s where I plan to teach … I want to be a teacher so a related major makes sense … I really want to work with kids, majoring in psychology, a double major would be nice … I would definitely consider doing the URBED major … I think urban education as a major is important and relevant given the state of education in urban schools right now … this major would go really well w/ other Oxy majors, sounds interesting … it would focus attention on education issues urban schools face … I was planning on majoring in education until I found out there was none … I think tying the UEP major to the Urban education major would be awesome … not relevant to pre-med interest … already happy with my major … I would have double majored b/c I am interested in improving the underrepresentation of minority students in higher education … I came to Oxy for the credential program, the Urban Ed major is the next best thing … I don’t want to teach … double major with DWA … I would minor in it because I’m very interested in policy…Oxy’s location would allow superb investment into an urban education program … not my area of interest… interested in education theory & policy … no, I’m focusing on the sciences … want to be in education policy, so might be interesting to me… I want to have more knowledge of education when I go into teaching … great classes, informative … no, plan on going to law school (2)
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1. If there was a major in Urban Education,
would you major in it? Yes No

-Or- Double major? Yes No

Why?

2. What education course(s) would you like
to see offered?

3. Would you be interested in obtaining a
credential to teach:

Elementary school? Yes No

Secondary (middle-school)? Yes ~ No



 
