
How to Browse Catalog Courses 
 
Before you begin: 

• The catalog lists all current active courses, which may or may not be offered in a current or 
forthcoming class schedule. 

 
How to Browse Catalog Courses 
 

1. From the landing page, click on Browse Catalog Courses. 

 
2. Select a term from the dropdown menu and then click Continue. 

 
3. The catalog course search page will open. The basic search allows you to use any of the following 

criteria to search for courses: 



a. Subject: This allows you to search by the subject of the course, either by typing all or part of 
the subject, or by selecting from a dropdown.  Searching on multiple subjects at once is 
permitted. 

b. Course Number: You can search for the exact course number, or a partial course number 
using the wildcard.   

i. For example, to find a 490 course, you could search for 490 or %90 or 49%. 
c. Title: Will search for a word or words within the title of a course. The wildcard (%) is 

permitted. 
d. Attribute: Use this to search by core requirement. 

i. Searching for multiple attributes on one search will only yield results that have all 
selected attributes.   For example, searching for Regional Focus and Pre-1800 will 
only return courses that have both attributes.  

e. Unit Range: Search for courses by unit value. 

 
4. Additional search criteria is available by clicking on the Advanced Search link. 

a. Course Number Range: Search for courses between two course numbers (e.g. between 
100 and 299). 

b. Keyword (With Any Words): You can search for multiple keywords and return results that 
include one or more. 

c. Department: Search by the course’s home department.  
 



 
 
Search Results 
 

1. Once you have entered your search criteria, click Continue. 
2. All active courses in the catalog that meet your search criteria will be returned.  The columns 

included in the results are: 
a. Subject 
b. Course Number 
c. Course Title 
d. Units: This may be a range of units 
e. Course Description: This is the catalog course description that exists for the selected term. 
f. Course Sections: This will show class sections of the course if that course is being offered 

in the selected term. 

 
3. Clicking on the Course Title will bring up a Course Details Pop-Up, which has tabs with different 

information about the course. 
a. Catalog: Basic information about the course, such as the title, college, department, grade 

modes and schedule types. 
b. Course Description: Displays the course description from the course catalog. 
c. Attributes: Displays the attributes that the course carries. 
d. Restrictions: Displays any restrictions (i.e. Juniors and Seniors only, Undergraduate only) 



e. Corequisites: Displays course corequisites, if any exist. 
f. Prerequisites: Displays course prerequisites, if any exist. 

 
g. Mutual Exclusion: Displays other courses that a student may not enroll in if they’ve already 

passed the course. 

 
h. Fees: Displays any special fees that a course may have. 

4. From the course search results, you can click on the View Sections button to see if any sections 
are being offered in your selected term. 

 



 

 
 
Catalog Search Tips and Tricks 

• Searching on multiple criteria is treated as “and” in most cases, except: 
o When searching for multiple subjects: Searching for American Studies, Biology, Economics 

is treated as “American Studies or Biology or Economics”. 
o When searching for multiple keywords: Searching for social justice will return courses with 

social justice as keywords, and the search will also return courses with only social as a 
keyword and those with only justice as a keyword. 

o When searching for multiple departments: Searching for American Studies, Biology, 
Economics is treated as “American Studies or Biology or Economics”. 

• If your initial search doesn’t turn up expected results, try broadening your search by using fewer 
criteria. 

• When the results display, you can sort the Subject, Course Number and Title fields by clicking on 
the up and down arrows in each column.  The subject field defaults in alphabetical order. 



 
 

• Clicking on the gear icon near the top of the search results allows you to turn on or hide any of the 
displayed columns by checking or unchecking the box. 

 
 
 


