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POSITIONS
2023- present	Director, Center for Research and Scholarship, Occidental 
				College
2020-2023			Department Chair, Cognitive Science, Occidental College
2020-present	Associate Professor of Cognitive Science, Occidental College
2014-2020			Assistant Professor of Cognitive Science, Occidental College


EDUCATION		
2009-2014		Northwestern University, PhD, Cognitive Psychology	
		Advisor: Dr. Satoru Suzuki
Dissertation title: The influence of auditory rhythms on different levels of visual processing: visual impression, active vision, and visual coordination 

2005-2009			Rutgers University, B.A., Cognitive Science & Art History	
		Magna cum laude, departmental honors
Honors Thesis Title: Structure Recognition Across Modalities: Comparing performance in vision, linguistics, and audition 


PUBLICATIONS (Oxy student authors shown in orange)

Sherman, A., McAlpin, E., Yamamoto, K., Pal, A, AlQatami, A. Levitan, 
CL. (2025). Fostering Meaningful Engagement and Well-Being Through Slow-
Looking and Guided Interviews in Art Galleries. Journal of Positive Psychology. 

Mithlo, N.M., Sherman, A. (2025) The Returned Gaze: Analyzing Audience Responses to Indigenous Feminisms in Film. In Integrative Contemporary Art and Science Practices, Routledge University Press series, Art and Science, eds. Ellen Levy and Barbara Larson

Wilt, J.A., Exline, J.J., Schlegel, R., Sherman, A. (2025). Aesthetic Dispositions, Aesthetic Experiences, and Meaning in Life. Empirical Studies of the Arts.

Wilt, J.A., Exline, J.J., Sherman, A., Schlegel, R. (2024). Engagement with art and meaning in life: The predictive roles of awe, interest, and supernatural attributions. Journal of Positive Psychology.

Han, Z., Sanchez, D., Levitan C.A., Sherman, A. (2023). Stimulus-locked auditory information facilitates real-time visuo-motor sequence learning. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review. 

Sherman, A., Anderson, D. (2023). How Art Contributes to Scientific Knowledge. Philosophical Psychology. https://doi-org.oxy.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/09515089.2023.2241499

Levitan, C; Rusk, I; Jonas-Delson, D; Lou, H; Kuzniar, L; Davidson, G; Sherman, A. (2022). Mask wearing affects emotion perception. iPerception.

Brang, D., Plass, J., Sherman, A., Wasade, V., Grabowecky, M., Ahn, E., Towle, V., Tao, J., Wu, S., Issa, N., Suzuki, S. (2022). Visual cortex responds to transient sound changes without encoding complex auditory dynamics. Journal of Neurophysiology, https://psyarxiv.com/kgn5h

Mithlo, N.M. and Sherman, A. (2020). How Perspective‐Taking in Museums Can Lead to Increased Bias: A Call for ‘Less Certain’ Positions in American Indian Contexts. Curator.

Sherman, A., Cupo, L., & Mithlo, N. M. (2020). Perspective-taking increases emotionality and empathy but does not reduce harmful biases against American Indians: Converging evidence from the museum and lab. PloS One, 15(2), e0228784.

Levitan, C., Winfield,E., Sherman, A. (2019). Grumpy toddlers and dead pheasants: Visual art preferences are predicted by preferences for the depicted objects. Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, & the Arts. 

Jertberg, R., Levitan, C., Sherman, A. (2018). Multisensory processing of facial expressions in binocular rivalry. Emotion. 

Sherman, A. (2018). Exploring the bounds of our sensory realities through art and neuroscience. SciArt Magazine. 

Zellmer, A., Sherman, A. (2017). Culturally inclusive STEM education. Science. 1126/science.aaq0358 

Sherman, A. & Morrissey, C. (2017). What is art good for?: The socio-epistemic value of art., Frontiers in Human Neuroscience,  https://doi.org/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00411. 

· Sherman, A. & Morrissey, C. (2018). Response to commentary: What is art good for?: The socio-epistemic value of art., Frontiers in Human Neuroscience. 

List, A., Rosenberg, M., Sherman, A., Esterman, M. (2017). Pattern classification of EEG signals reveals perceptual and attentional states. PLoS One. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0176349. ** undergraduate co-author was working with Esterman, M. at the VA while I was at Northwestern. 

Levitan, C.A., Sherman, A. (2015). Crossmodal correspondences between shapes and odors: implications for perception of wine. Revue des Oenologues. 

Sherman, A., Grabowecky, M., & Suzuki, S. (2015). In the working memory of the beholder: art appreciation depends on a match between visual complexity and working memory. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception & Psychophysics

Sherman, A., Grabowecky, M., & Suzuki, S. (2013). Auditory rhythms are systemically associated with spatial frequency and density information in visual scenes. Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 20(4), 740-746. 

Sherman, A., Sweeny, T., Grabowecky, M., & Suzuki, S. (2012). Laughter exaggerates the perception of happy and sad faces depending on visual context. Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 19(2), 163-169. 

Sherman, A., Papathomas, T.V., Jain, A., & Keane, B. P. (2011). The role of stereopsis, motion parallax, perspective and angle polarity in perceiving 3-D shape. Seeing and Perceiving, 25(3-4), 263-285.


Forthcoming, under-review, and in-prep

Sherman, A., Morrissey, C. Why the Arts Matter: How the arts shape our  understanding of ourselves, one another, and the world. Under contract with Cambridge University Press. (accepted, forthcoming 2026)

Wilt, J.A., Exline, J.J., Schlegel, R., Sherman, A., Fukada,A. Behind Every Artwork is a Story: Phenomenological Analysis of Understandings Achieved Through Engagement with Art . (accepted, forthcoming)

Farling, C, Chamberlain, R, Levitan, C, Sherman, A. Perceptual and cognitive skills related to art knowledge and expertise. (revise & resubmit Empirical Studies in the Arts)

Mithlo, N.M., Sherman A., Varnado, S.  “It’s Time to Act Now!”: Environmental Film and Indigenous Peoples. (under review at Journal of Cinema Studies)

Science/Art Exhibits
2017	Consultant and collaborator, A Child Was The One That Turned On The Switch (Artist: Molly Allis), exhibited at Weingart Gallery, Occidental College. https://vimeo.com/236841635 
** My students enrolled in COGS 265: Art, Creativity, and Cognition collaborated with artist to open the exhibition
 
2017		Co-curator, Seeing American Indians, Autry Museum of the American West, Los Angeles, CA, February-May 2017. 
** My research students collaborated with me on this show and subsequent data collection (Lani Cupo, Eushrah Hossain, Ian Silverstein)

2014		Curator, In the Mind of the Beholder: An Experiment in Perception, Mary & Leigh Block Museum of Art, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, March-May 2014. 


INVITED TALKS


Nov 2024	Self, Other, and the Role of Visitor Mindsets in Museums. LACMA Curatorial Forum co-presentation with Nancy Marie Mithlo. 

June 2024	The social and epistemic importance of arts engagement. *Research Workshop on Music, Health, & Policy held at USC that launched LA’s now annual Arts & Health Week.

Feb 2024	Why the Arts Matter: Empirical approaches to understanding the transformative nature of arts practices. Claremont McKenna Graduate School.

May 2022	Exploring visitor engagement in the museum through empathy and perspective-taking; invited guest lecture at Terra Foundation with Nancy Mithlo

Mar 2020	Art and visual perception; Invited guest lecture at Claremont McKenna 

Apr 2019	How the senses shape art perception; Invited symposium speaker for the Multisensory science, art, and technology symposium, University of California Los Angeles

Mar 2019	How the multisensory world and our minds interactively shape perception; Invited colloquium speaker at Claremont McKenna Graduate School

Oct 2017	Seeing American Indians; Invited colloquium speaker for the works-in-progress series at the Autry Museum of the American West

June 2017	Art and the brain; Invited discussion at the University of Pennsylvania 

April 2016	Art and the brain; Invited guest lecture at Pitzer College

April 2015	Art and the brain; Invited colloquium speaker for the Keck Neuroscience Series at Claremont Colleges

Nov 2011	Auditory rhythms & scene perception; Invited graduate student symposium speaker at University of Chicago

TEACHING
First year seminar (FYS): The Art and Science of Illusions (Spring 2025)
FYS: This is your brain on art
FYS: Nature from the inside out
CORE 96: Experiencing Math & Science
COGS 101: Introduction to Cognitive Science
COGS 201: Empirical Methods in Cognitive Science w/ Labs 
COGS 265: Art, Creativity, and Cognition
COGS 290: The State of Science: Integrity, Ethics, and Statistics in Research 
COGS 298: Introduction to Neuroimaging: EEG Research and Methods
COGS 320: Cognitive Neuroscience
COGS 490: Senior Seminar
Directed Research 
Advanced Research 

GRANT SUPPORT (orange indicates grant primarily geared towards supporting students)

2022-2023	Templeton Religious Trust, $250,000 *Research Consultant
2020- 2025	National Science Foundation, COSMOS II, $1,000,000 *Research 
		Scientist
2015-2019	National Science Foundation, Major Research Instrument, 
		$126,600, *Co-PI
2015-2018	National Endowment for the Arts, Research: Art Works, 
		$20,000, *Co-PI

AWARDS & HONORS

2025		Undergraduate Research Mentorship Award
2022	Finalist, Linda and Tod White Teaching Prize
2019	Finalist, Linda and Tod White Teaching Prize
2017	Selected to apply for Johnson & Johnson WiSTEM2D grant by
	Dean Sternberg
2016	Nominee, Donald R. Loftsgordon Memorial Award for 
	Outstanding Teaching
2016-17				Oxy student Julia Hamilton selected as a Fletcher Jones Science Scholar ($15,000 research award under my mentorship)
2013-2014				Northwestern University Center for Interdisciplinary Research in the Arts Grant, $2,500
2012-2013			Walter Dill Scott Endowment Fellowship
2012				Teaching Award for Research Methods, $300
2010, 2011				Psychology Department Teaching Assistant of the Year, 
					Northwestern University
2010, 2011			Cognitive Science Travel Award, Northwestern University, 
				$1200
2009				Phi Beta Kappa
2009				Henry Rutgers Scholar, Award for outstanding honors thesis, 
				$1,000
2007-2009			Aresty Undergraduate Research Grant, Rutgers University, 
				$2,000 


STUDENT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (Orange Denotes student author)

Baird, M., Levitan, C.L., Nelli, S.N., Sherman, A. (June 2024) Individual differences in multisensory illusory perception. Poster presented at International Multisensory Research Forum, Reno, Nevada. 

Farling, C., Levitan, C.L., Chamberlain, R.., Sherman, A. (March 2024) Perceptual and cognitive skills related to art expertise. Poster presented at Inaugural American Psychological Association Division 10 (Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts) conference. Denton, Texas. 
** Candace was also partially funded through the URC to attend. 

Chamberlain, R., Farling, C., Levitan, CL., Sherman, A. (May 2024) Perceptual and cognitive skills related to art expertise. Poster presented at the International Association of Empirical Aesthetics conference. Palma, Mallorca. 

Baird, M., Levitan, C.L., Sherman, A. (February 2023) Individual differences in multisensory illusory perception. Talk and Poster presented at 23rd annual Cognitive Neurosciences Society Conference, San Francisco, CA. 
** Maggie also presented this work at Oxy’s SRP conference, at SCUR, 
and at UCLA’s undergraduate psychology conference

Han, Y., Sanchez, D., Levitan, C.L., Sherman, A. (October 2020). Auditory information facilitates visuo-motor sequence learning. Virtual talk presented at Psychonomic Society Annual Conference. 
** Yuki is now at Northwestern working with Paul Reber, who’s 
research this work is based on.

Levitan, C.A., Winfield, E., Sherman, A. (August 2019). Art preferences and tolerance for ambiguity are affected by deepened visual art engagement. Poster presented at Visual Science for Art Conference, Leuven, Belgium. 
** Emily was a lab manager at Rutgers in a computational neuroscience 
lab. She did this project with us after graduation.

Sherman, A., Jertberg, R., Levitan, C. (November 2017). Emotional music influences visual perception of facial expressions during binocular rivalry. Poster presented at Psychonomic Society 58th Annual Conference. Vancouver, Canada.
** This was Bobby’s senior thesis and developed in collaboration with 
him.

Cupo, L., Mithlo, N., Sherman, A. (November 2017). Seeing American Indians. Poster presented at Psychonomic Society 58th Annual Conference. Vancouver, Canada.

Hossain, E., Cupo, L., Silverstein, I., Mithlo, N., Sherman, A. (November 2017). Seeing American Indians: When Physiology Meets Art in the Museum. Poster presented at SACNAS Conference. Salt Lake City, UT. 
** This was a community-facing project conducted in both the lab and at 
the Autry Southwest Museum in LA.

Winfield, E., Levitan, C., Sherman, A. (August 2017). Visual art preferences are predicted by preferences for the depicted objects. Poster presented at Annual Visual Science of Art Conference. Berlin, Germany. 
** This was Emily’s senior thesis and developed in collaboration with 
her.

Hamilton, J., Sherman, A. & (March 2017). Covert simulations of other’s actions in real time. Poster presented at Cognitive Neuroscience Society Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA.
** Julia won the Science Scholars award ($15k fellowship) with me as her mentor. This project was self-initiated. After graduation, she was a lab manager at Rutgers in a computational neuroscience lab. She then went on to complete medical school in Washington. 

Greenberg, M., Sherman, A. (2015). Highly suggestible individuals switch tasks more efficiently. Poster presented at Psychonomics Society Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL.
** Marc was not a cognitive science major but I wanted to support his interests in hypnosis and states of consciousness, and helped him devise this project.  


Professional Memberships

Professional Society Memberships: American Psychological Association Division 10; Cognitive Neurosciences Society (2009-2024); Psychonomics Society (2015- 2024); Vision Sciences Society (2009-2014); Cognitive Science Society  (2008-2014)

Board Memberships (Elected, 2020-2023): Diversity, Outreach, and Training Committee for Cognitive Neurosciences Society

Ad-hoc reviewer: Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts; Emotion; Attention, Perception, & Psychophysics; PLoS ONE; Seeing & Perceiving; Multisensory Research; Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology; SAGE Open; Consciousness and Cognition, Frontiers in Neuroscience, Frontiers in Psychology; Empirical Studies in the Arts
	

Media Coverage

· Interview on “Re-Educated Reimagining, Rethinking & Reinventing Education” Podcast- Oct 2022 Anchor: https://anchor.fm/re-educated Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/3q4kVpBuGpfmihlVEikweQ Apple: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/re-educated/id1609689971
· National Geographic Channel Brain Games: “Multisensory perception and the dancing dots visual illusion”Featured on “Perspectives” episode in June 2015



2

image1.png




