Islam: Beliefs, Practices, & Ethics
Muslim Student Life Fellowship Application
Occidental College – Office for Religious & Spiritual Life
Spring 2026


Facilitator: Imam Rushdan Mujahid-Deen, MDiv, Occidental Muslim Student Life Coordinator

Purpose of the Application
The Muslim Student Life Fellowship is a 10-week formative learning community focused on exploring Islam’s beliefs, practices, and ethical framework within the context of personal development, leadership, and ethics. The application process is designed to:

· Clarify applicants’ intentions and readiness for sustained engagement;
· Encourage reflection on leadership, ethics, and community responsibility; and,
· Build a cohort committed to respectful dialogue and shared learning.

The Fellowship is open to Occidental College students at all levels of familiarity with Islam. Prior experience with Islamic studies of leadership in not required. Priority will be given to applicants able to commit to weekly participation. The fellowship seminar will meet for ten weeks on Tuesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Muslim Prayer Room located in Lower Herrick. The first session is Tuesday, February 10. 

The Office for Religious and Spiritual Life can accept up to ten Occidental College students for the fellowship. The selection committee will review all applications holistically based on the following criteria:

· Thoughtfulness and sincerity of responses;
· Willingness to engage in ethical reflection;
· Openness to learning and dialogue; and,
· Commitment to community participation.

Statement of Community Expectations: Participants are expected to: engage respectfully with diverse perspectives; uphold a learning environment grounded in dignity and care; and actively participate in discussion and reflection.

Notification Timeline
Applications Due: February 6, 2026, by 12:00 PM
Notification of Acceptance: February 9, 2026, by 12:00 PM
Fellowship Begins: February 10, 2026, 5:30-7:00 PM



Please email application to: spirituallife@oxy.edu


REMINDER: Applications are due by noon on Friday, February 6, 2026


SPRING 2026 STUDENT APPLICATION 

Basic Information

Full Name:
Pronouns (optional):
Class Year / Major(s):
Email Address:
Campus Involvement (MSA, other student organizations, athletics, etc.):




Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability in 150-200 words each.

1. Motivation & Intent: Please describe your interest in exploring Islam’s beliefs, practices, and ethics within a reflective learning community and how do you hope the fellowship will spark your intellectual growth?




2. Leadership & Responsibility: How do you understand leadership? Share an example of how you have practiced leadership, responsibility, or service in any context (campus, family, community, or work).




3. Community & Engagement: Describe a time you engaged across differences and what you learned from this experience? (Differences include religious, cultural, ideological, or social). 




4. Commitment & Participation: This fellowship requires consistent attendance, respectful participation, and reflective engagement. Are you able to commit to attending weekly sessions for the duration of the fellowship?

☐ Yes 			☐ No

5. Additional Information (Optional): Is there anything else you would like the selection committee to know about your background, interests, or experiences?
