Islam: Beliefs, Practices, & Ethics
Muslim Student Life Fellowship Application
Occidental College – Office for Religious & Spiritual Life
Spring 2026


Facilitator: Imam Rushdan Mujahid-Deen, MDiv, Occidental Muslim Student Life Coordinator

Purpose of the Application
The Muslim Student Life Fellowship is a five-week formative learning community focused on exploring Islam’s beliefs, practices, and ethical framework within the context of personal development, leadership, and ethics. 

The Fellowship is open to Occidental College students at all levels of familiarity with Islam. Prior experience with Islamic studies of leadership in not required. Priority will be given to applicants able to commit to weekly participation. The fellowship seminar will meet for five weeks on Tuesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Muslim Prayer Room located in Lower Herrick. The first session is Tuesday, March 17. Dinner will be provided at each session.

The Office for Religious and Spiritual Life can accept up to ten Occidental College students for the fellowship. The selection committee will review all applications holistically based on the following criteria:

· Thoughtfulness and sincerity of responses;
· Willingness to engage in ethical reflection;
· Openness to learning and dialogue; and,
· Commitment to community participation.

Statement of Community Expectations: Participants are expected to: listen carefully and engage respectfully, be open to different perspectives, and contribute honestly to discussion and reflection.

Notification Timeline
Applications Due: Friday, March 13, 2026, by 12:00 PM
Notification of Acceptance: Monday, March 16, 2026, by 12:00 PM
Fellowship Begins: Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 5:30-7:00 PM



Please email application to: spirituallife@oxy.edu


REMINDER: Applications are due by noon on Friday, March 13, 2026.


SPRING 2026 STUDENT APPLICATION 

Basic Information

Full Name:

Pronouns (optional):

Class Year / Major(s):

Email Address:

Dietary restrictions: (vegan, gluten free, vegetarian, food allergies, etc.). All meals will be halal.


Campus Involvement (MSA, other student organizations, athletics, etc.):



Please answer the following getting-to-know you questions in a few short sentences each.

1. What made you curious about this fellowship and made you decide to apply? This could be a class, a conversation, a personal question, or just general curiosity.





2. How do you connect with others? Share a moment when you supported someone, worked with a group, or learned from people different from you. What stood out to you from that experience?





3. Availability: The fellowship meets once a week for five weeks. Are you able to attend most sessions and participate?

_____ Yes			_____No

4. Is there anything else you would like to share? (optional) Feel free to add anything you would like us to know about you.
