Appendix B

Commission on Teacher Credentialing
Committee on Accreditation
Site Revisit Report

Institution: Occidental College

Dates of the Revisit;: October 6-7, 2011

Reviewers: Jill Hamilton Bunch, Elizabeth Keithcart
CTC Consultant; Gay Roby

Purpose of the Revisit:

The purpose of the visit was: "to ensure that sufficient progress is being made and that all
remaining students are provided with a quality program that meets state requirements" and
to confirm that all Occidental candidates, both former and present, are provided a viable
path to complete all TPA tasks and all student teaching assignments prior to the programs'
withdrawal on June 30, 2012.

Interviews Conducted;

Interviews

Program Faculty 9
Institutional Administration 3
Candidates 12
Former Occidental students 3
College Supervisors 2
Advisors 2
Cooperating Teachers (K-12 Teachers) 3
Credential Analyst 2

Total 30

Candidate Profile

Former students, returning to complete the TPA and 10
qualify for a preliminary MS or SS credential
‘Graduate students completing a Masters in Teaching 5
and earning a preliminary MS or SS credential
Undergraduates, completing a four-year B.A, program -
and earning a preliminary MS or SS credential

The Visit:

The two-member team and state consultant conducted the two-day visit on Thursday,
October 6th and Friday, October 7th. The team held a conference call prior to the visit to
discuss logistics and documentation provided by the college. The team met the evening
prior to the visit to organize the visit and identify interview questions for each
stakeholder group interviewed. During the visit, documents were reviewed, evidence

Occidental College Item 9
9



Appendix B

examined, and interviews conducted. At the conclusion of the review, a formal discussion
of this report was held.

Background Information:
On June 23, 2011 Occidental College received an Accreditation decision of Accreditation

with Probationary Stipulations. On June 23, 2011, the Occidental College submitted a
withdrawal of the MS/SS teacher preparation programs. Since that time, the Education
Department has been working with the Commission on Teacher Credential staff to
address the issues raised by the review team. As part of that effort, a two-day revisit
occurred on October 6 and 7, 2011, examining only five identified areas of concern to
ensure program quality for Occidental College's candidates..-

The revisit team found that the Education Department and their candidates could all
speak to the program design, the rules, the expectations, and the completion timeline that
is so crucial this year. The "status" of each candidate is currentty being monitored for
program completion prior to June 30, 2012.

The Passport to Teaching document articulates the program design to all stakeholders in
the Occidental program. Both the embedding of the TPE and TPA tasks and
documentation of their roles within the credential program provides an understanding of
the need fo prepare, submit and pass those assessments.

Current and former candidates have a clear understanding of the tasks facing them.
Current candidates articulated that they confer with their assigned advisors during
mandatory scheduled meetings and noted that all Qccidental faculty and staff are
available for guidance, advice, and assistance.

It should be noted that the Occidental students are five steps into a 100-step journey. The
sunset of the program on June 30, 2012, is nine months away. The systems created and
refined since the initial review must be consistently implemented. Specifically,
o the policies and procedures established must continue to be followed
o moniforing of the current and former candidates’ status must remain a
standing agenda item and be updated consistently
o timelines must be followed
o communication must continue to be strengthened both within the
department and within the college
o collaborative structures with partners must be defined and established
o the plan for the delivery of program information and professional
development for college supervisors and mentor teachers must be
implemented

Should a decision be made to continue a teacher preparation program in the future, issues
outside the focus of this review must also be addressed (e.g. the admission requirements
and process; communications systems; and unit and program assessment and evaluation).
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The report below outlines the evidence reviewed and the findings of the review team with
regard to the five categories established for this report. The site visit team makes the
following comments for the COA to consider as it reviews the report.

As the COA reviews the site visit repori, the review team provides the following
information for consideration. The site revisit took place five weeks into the fall semester
and at the conclusion of candidates first week of fieldwork placement. The revisit team
was limited in its ability to review particular evidence, simply due to the fact that the revisit
took place eatly in the academic year. The team was able to find evidence regarding the
orientation sessions (program and TPA), the introduction of the Passport to Teaching, the
placement and expectations for fieldwork assignments, the established structure for TPA
support, course syllabi that include required topics (special populations, English Language
Learners, equity, diversity and access to the core curriculum, and differentiation) and
placement of students with faculty advisors. The team was unable at this time to examine
students' ongoing understanding of program completion, student teaching placements, the
orientation and training of mentor teachers, student understanding of the links between
coursework and fieldwork, TPA task completion, passage rates, passage dates, student
work (regarding special populations, English Language Learners, equity, diversity and
access to the core curriculum, and differentiation) progress monitoring of candidates to
remain on frack to complete the program and the credential recommendation process
monitoring due to the time frame of this review. Many of these items have yet to be
addressed in the course of a year-long program,

The current report does not allow for a reporting on communication systems, both within
the education department and within the college, a topic the review team considers vital to
the programs' success. The review team suggests the inclusion of this topic in future work

with the institution.
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