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“The students and I agree:
in situ engagement with
the archive and our
community partners offers
unmatched rigor of
methodological training
and depth of historical and
ethnographic
understanding.”
~ Prof. Alexandra Puerto

This faculty-led Richter Research team studied liberation theology, indigenous rights and community health in
Chiapas, Mexico left-right: History Professor Alexandra Puerto, student collaborators Natalia Guerra ’20
(critical theory and social justice), Xiomara Rodriquez ’20 (computer science), Julia Viola Tello ’21 (history).

This report reflects upon and documents indicators of International
Programs’ contribution to preparing global citizens. These contributions
include program innovation, educational impact, access and inclusion, and
program quality - all of which contribute to the College mission. The
achievements described herein result from partnerships across campus with
faculty, administrators and staff. For this we are grateful.

INNOVATION in HIGH-IMPACT PROGRAMS - RICHTER RESEARCH ABROAD
Celebrating the 50th

anniversary of Oxy’s Richter program, IPO Associate Director Julie Santos and the

International Programs Committee of Faculty Council (IPC) combined three higher education practices nationally
recognized as high impact: research, faculty mentorship and international study (George Kuh, AAC&U
monograph). The result? Three inaugural Richter Research teams of faculty and student collaborators! The
program aims to benefit faculty scholarship and align with Oxy and IPO’s student learning objectives including
skills of inquiry and global engagement.
The format is inspired by the success of the Biology department’s three decades of faculty-mentored group
research in Costa Rica. It complements Oxy’s tradition since

1969 of selecting individual student Richter

Scholars to conduct independent, yet guided-at-a-distance, scholarly projects abroad fully funded by the generous
Paul K. Richter and Evalyn Cook Richter Trust. See the list of faculty and student Richter Scholars on page 6.
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QUALITY Educational Experiences
2018-2019 IPO staff visits to affiliate programs in Paris
and Toulouse, FRANCE, to bilateral exchange partners
at Sophia University in JAPAN and Chinese University
of Hong Kong, CHINA affirmed Oxy’s standards for

EXCELLENCE

in study abroad. Regular reviews

by faculty and staff advance our partnership
management and increase our advising accuracy. In
exchange for a program site visit, IPO facilitated
summer 2018 research fellowships for Biology
Professors John McCormack and Amanda Zellmer at
the IES Abroad program at the Galápagos Academic
Institute for the Arts and Sciences (GAIAS), a remote
campus of the Universidad San Francisco de Quito
(USFQ) , a location experiencing increasing demand.
Program reviews by IPO staff and faculty including
Salvador Fernandez, Eric Frank, Felisa Guillen, Brody
Fox, Adelaida Lopez, Amy Lyford, Derek Shearer,
Marla Stone, Dolores Treviso, and Xiao-huang Yin, have
been conducted at each of our top 12 highest-

volume locations for the past 6 years. Resulting
reports and student feedback are reviewed by IPC and
the relevant academic departments.
An important indicator of the

The '17-'18 participation spike includes 30 non-junior members in the Glee Club’s
credit-bearing European Tour. Excluding those non-juniors would result in a total of
248, a number more accurately aligned with the decline trend.

QUALITY of

experience is students’ own awareness of their
learning and development. For the 74 students
who participated in faculty-led courses between
2015-2018, their top three self-reported outcomes
were:


Deepened and enhanced knowledge and skill
in the subject matter;



An expanded sense of global citizenship;



Personal growth and development (maturity,
independence and confidence).

In addition to those outcomes likely afforded by
their three-to-four month program duration, 172
2018-2019 semester abroad students also highly
valued their advancements in:


knowledge of the host country and culture;
and



increased language proficiency,

IPO collaborated with politics
faculty to support 18 students
for a quality educational
experience.

“The hands on,
immersive nature of
campaign semester lent
itself to a learning
experience that cannot
possibly be paralleled in
any classroom setting. I
learned more about
myself, about politics,
about people, and about
America during this
semester than I have in
the rest of my life
combined. The classroom
section of the semester
provided me with the
ability to step back and
understand this fact.”
~ Fall ’18 participant

2 according to semester abroad student feedback.
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IMPACT International Students
International
Student
Nationalities

IMPACT

We
international students’ preparation to engage with the campus community, connect
with each other and campus resources, frame their experiences within a cross-cultural lens, manage
their visa status and succeed academically and socially starting at international student orientation.

86%

Feedback indicates that
of new international students report positive outcomes, citing their new
knowledge and confidence as “very important” and “informative.”

Argentina
Canada
China (84)
England (12)
Ethiopia
France (2)
Germany (5)
Hong Kong (4)
India (2)

Indonesia (3)
Italy
Japan (5)
Korea (2)
Myanmar
New Zealand
Portugal
Russia
Serbia
Singapore (4)
South Africa
Spain (2)
Sweden
Taiwan (2)
Turkey
Venezuela
Vietnam (3)

Graduate School Success!
IPO “transferred” immigration records
to the following graduate schools for
2019 internationals:

UC Davis · UC Berkeley
Penn · Chicago · USC
Johns Hopkins · Columbia
Georgetown · Wake Forest
University of Pittsburg
Boston University

This year, IPC and IPO convened a focus group with the Dean of
Students, members of the Student Success Team and select
members of the Collaborative Enrollment Initiative Sub-Council on
Student Success and Satisfaction to review indicators of
international student success. For example, the group considered
the results of the annual survey of faculty teaching first-year
international students which indicates a growing commitment to
and confidence in achieving inclusive excellence in the classroom.
Further evidence of success includes international student’s
proportionate participation in IPO’s high-impact programs as well
as in InternLA and the Summer Research Program (see Xinle
“Sally” Zhou’s story, below, and the impressive list of admission to
graduate programs, left). As such, the review team requested no
particular intervention or program changes at this time.

Foundational to Occidental’s capacity to host
international students and scholars are the F-1 and
J-1 visa programs. Associate Director Marisa Mofford
led the College in the Department of Homeland
Security mandatory recertification and revalidation
processes for each visa type, respectively.

Engaged in High Impact Programs
Xinle “Sally” Zhou, a rising senior international
student and cognitive science major, is one of the
summer 2019 Richter Scholars. Sally’s project
embedded her on a research team in the Brain and
Mind Institute at Occidental’s exchange partner
since 2003, the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK). Ranked 46th in the world by the QS World
Rankings of international universities, CUHK
includes Oxy students in its summer research
program, paving the way for Sally’s research. Her
testimonial, right, demonstrates strong awareness
of her growth and development aligned with her
course of study and IPO and Oxy learning goals.

As part of an international and multicultural
research team including doctoral students and
post-doctoral researchers, Sally used fNIRS, a new
technique in neuroscience, to assess brain
activities.

“I have learned and absorbed so much
from my peers, from their research ethics
and techniques and from their
humbleness and willingness to challenge
me and help me grow as an independent
researcher . . . (we) collaborate on project
ideas, improvements, and data analysis.
We also talk about how fields like
neuroscience, linguistics and cognitive
science, are moving forward in different
countries.” ~ Xinle “Sally” Zhou, ‘20
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Program Alignment for Educational IMPACT

Faculty mentors assess and guide academic relevance for RESEARCH ABROAD students. For SEMESTER ABROAD students, IPO’s
program affiliation guidelines and mission call for purposeful alignment of experiences with the academic program. This starts
with intentional ADVISING and continues through an EDUCATIVE APPLICATION process. The three-part application essay requires
research and detailed articulation of scholarly purpose and explicit connection between location and goals. In determining
eligibility and preparedness, faculty recommenders assess the relevance of the proposed study abroad to the applicant’s
academic program and the student’s intellectual curiosity with regard to the program focus and site. Finally, IPO staff —and IPC
faculty in cases of concern— rate the proposals using a standardized assessment rubric. Barring no other eligibility discrepancies,
students who do not meet the minimum required score rewrite their proposals without penalty.
Explicit connection to the course of study is evidenced by

86% of semester abroad students and 87% of UN participants who

receive one or more COURSE PRE-APPROVALS IN THE MAJOR. On site this translates into direct engagement in relevant
coursework. As the infographic above demonstrates, students recognize their growth and development in the subject matter
across demographics, while Latino experiences require further investigation. These outcomes echo the national dialogue about
transformative educational practices and demonstrate International Programs capacity to assist participants to:
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CONNECT student experiences with their academic program before, during and after



FRAME students’ sojourn within an emerging vocational direction



RECOGNIZE growth in language skills, familiarity with the host society, and global perspective



CELEBRATE their increasing confidence and maturity



ENGAGE with high quality programs (see page 2)
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Excellence in INNOVATION & INCLUSION
Preparing ALL students for Semester Abroad
A primary goal of semester abroad orientation is to introduce analytic frameworks, concepts
and information that contribute to effective preparation, and motivate students to continue pre
-departure research and fully engage in their mandatory in-country orientations. Similarly, we
aim to guide students in setting realistic educational goals (personal, cultural, intellectual ) and
to inspire them to think critically about behaviors and choices that help them stay safe and
healthy in service of their goals.
In response to returnee feedback, this year’s semester abroad orientation featured a panel of
senior and junior returnees. They collaborated with Robin Craggs, IPO executive director, to
present their experiences as people of color, first generation, LGBTQIA+, advocates for mental
health, religious minorities, and under-resourced students. They shared their insights and
advice, illuminating the key concepts, especially around identity intersectionality and emotional
health. Our most recent session evaluations and the open-ended comments, excerpted at
right, indicate a strong impact: 3

out of 4 attendees agreed or strongly
agreed that orientation piqued their curiosity and motivated further
inquiry.

I am “optimistic
and excited.”
“The orientation
made me excited to
further research
about my host county
and get ready for the
program.”
It “helped
focus my
goals.”

Going forward we will continue to refine and develop the format to preserve the centrality of
student voices and even more powerfully align their insights and wisdom with international
education orientation concepts.

“I was aware that
cultural differences exist,
but I feel more prepared
to be sensitive and
proactive in
understanding them.”

Occidental’s commitment to inclusive excellence is
reflected in IPO’s participants across all US and Abroad
program types:

40% under-represented

students (non-white/non-international students).
For credit-bearing study abroad, inclusion of 38%
under-represented students exceeds national
participation rates at

30%

(Open Doors 2018. IIE, NY).

IPO’s eight years of DIVERSIFYING engagement
opportunities—adding Faculty Led Courses, Summer/
Winter abroad scholarships, collaborating across
campus to support global projects (non-credit, shortterm options) — has succeeded in serving our diverse
student population!
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INNOVATION in High-Impact Practice

Removing financial barriers to high impact programs and consistent with Occidental’s
commitment to

Photos from top: Iceland research group. Larsen & Van
Dusen. Ashey. Jamaica research group.

EQUITY and ACCESS, IPO and IPC (2018-’19 members included A.

Udit, Chair; T. Chi, M. Rusmore, A. Laskin, J. Mora) annually reallocate remaining Richter
funds to the Undergraduate Research Center (URC) . This year, the URC amplified the
impact for 2018 Richter Scholar Robertia Reid ’19 CTSJ/SOC by funding her to present her
2018 Richter research on anti-Blackness in Japan at Harvard College Undergraduate
Research Association National Collegiate Research Conference . Tia earned first place in
humanities for her presentation!

For leadership in
an increasingly
complex,
interdependent
and pluralistic
WORLD. ~ Oxy Mission
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