
The Kahane Oxy-at-the-UN Program cohort has been

hard at work this past month balancing full-time

internships with UN coursework .  In addition ,  we are

making connections between the class material and

things we are experiencing in practice in our day-to-

day work for a UN agency or Mission .  Keep reading to

hear about the incredible coursework taking a

comprehensive ,  analytical ,  and ,  at times ,  critical

approach to the UN system (and to the Member States

in it) while examining both the system 's successes and

possible areas of improvement .  Later in this issue ,  you

will hear from the UNICEF and UK Mission interns ,  as

well as see some spooky Halloween programming and

cohort bonding events .  Stay tuned !
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This course sheds light on the workings of the UN system – and on the

geo-political contexts that shape it – through using “unusual entry

points” to analyze the UN and the human rights system .  At its core ,  the

course is about human rights ,  social justice ,  and a focus on what are

sometimes called “controversial topics” within the UN (for instance ,

issues related to gender and sexuality ,  decriminalization of abortion ,  sex

work ,  etc . ) .  We use those issues as the lens to see the broader geo-

political picture and examine the ways States seek to expand or

contract what are considered valid human rights concerns .  What are

governments really trying to do when they take the positions on the

issues that they do at the UN? What agendas do they really have?  

Often their actions have less to do with the issues themselves than 

their concerns about the human rights or UN systems ,  overall . . .  

Finally ,  the course also places emphasis on activism and social

movement engagement and the ways these can influence the UN .  

Day is highly respected in her field, and we’ve learned so much from

her visit to our class. She spoke about the inner workings of the UN

Human Rights Council (HRC), particularly in regard to its discussion on

racist policing, a first ever session of this kind sparked by global

outrage following the murder of George Floyd. Day also shared the

HRC resolution writing process and what kinds of political battles are

fought over words on the page. She also discussed the ways legacies

of colonialism and inequality persist in the very fabric of the

international system and the Global North-South relations.

Fried shared with us valuable insight into the Global Commission on

the HIV & The Law drafting process and the importance of UN

Commissions in general given their ability to bring the so-called

controversial issues to the table and “elevate them to an international

level.” Fried and Professor Rothschild helped us unpack the human

rights issues related to HIV, sex work, and, particularly, human rights

violations resulting from criminalization of sexual orientation, HIV-

positive status, and HIV transmission. We also discussed pathways to

decriminalization and its positive implications for human rights.

DWA  40 1 :  (PROF .  ROTHSCH I LD )

HUMAN  R IGHTS  AND  THE  UN :

UNUSUAL  ENTRY  PO INTS  

OUR  I NCRED IBLE  CLASS  SPEAKERS

DOMIN IQUE  DAY ,  CHA IR  OF  THE  UN  WORK ING  GROUP

OF  EXPERTS  ON  PEOPLE  OF  AFR ICAN  DESCENT

SUSANA  FR IED ,  FORMER  UNDP  SEN IOR  GENDER

ADV ISOR :  H IV ,  HEALTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  TEAM



What meaning did the drafters of the UN Charter assign to conflict

prevention? How is conflict prevention understood and operationalized

today? In this course ,  we look at discussions around the meaning and

action (as well as in action) taken to prevent the spread and recurrence

of internal and external conflicts around the globe .  We track how the

debate on this complex issue has shifted overtime from a focus on

peacekeeping and traditional diplomacy to understanding root causes of

conflict ,  including socio-economic inequity ,  climate change ,  and

migration .  In doing so we take a critical look at the UN ’s peace and

security pillar and assess the need for further integration with the other

two pillars :  human rights and development .

DWA  402 :  (PROF .  FOMERAND )

 THE  UN ITED  NAT IONS  &

CONFL ICT  PREVENT ION

MAR IAM  JALAB I ,  REPRESENTAT IVE  OF  THE  SYR IAN

OPPOS I T ION  COAL I T ION  TO  THE  UN  &  CO -FOUNDER

OF  THE  SYR IAN  WOMEN ’S  POL I T I CAL  MOVEMENT

EL IZABETH  EDELSTE IN ,  POL I T I CAL  AFFA IRS

OFF ICER  I N  THE  OFF ICE  OF  THE  UNDER -

SECRETARY -GENERAL  (USG )  FOR  POL I T I CAL  AND

PEACEBU I LD ING  AFFA IRS

MAR INA  KUMSKOVA ,  ADVOCACY  OFF ICER  AT  THE

GLOBAL  PARTNERSH IP  FOR  PREVENT ION  OF  ARMED

CONFL ICT  (GPPAC )

OUR  I NCRED IBLE  CLASS  SPEAKERS

Jalabi gave background on the situation in Syria before sharing with

us insider knowledge on the current mediation and negotiation

mechanisms the Opposition Coalition and the Assad regime are

taking part in. She also gave valuable insight as to how negotiations

have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic - including challenges

and advantages of the new, virtual negotiation table.

Edelstein intermixed sharing with us her field experience serving in

South Sudan (UNMISS) with her work in her current position. We

learned about some of the inter-political tensions that occur at the UN

itself and how this carries over and plays out in various countries (for

better and worse).

Focusing on capacity-building of local and regional peace efforts,

Marina explained to us the vital role of those on the ground to

redefine power within conflict spaces and carry out the Sustaining

Peace Agenda. She also gave us insight into her previous work with

the Women's International League for Peace & Freedom (WILPF)

advocating for gender-sensitive analysis of conflict situations. 



As  an  i n t e r n  a t  UN ICEF  Commun i c a t i on s  f o r

De ve l opmen t  (C4D ) ,  I  am  s uppo r t i ng  t h e  Fa i t h  and

Po s i t i v e  Change  f o r  Ch i l d r en ,  Fam i l i e s ,  and

Commun i t i e s  ( FPCC )  I n i t i a t i v e ,  wh i ch  wo r k s  w i th

r e l i g i ou s  l e ade r s  and  f a i t h  commun i t i e s  wo r l dw ide

t o  p rog r e s s  po s i t i v e  s o c i a l  and  beha v i o r a l  change .

My  v a r i ou s  t a s k s  i n c l ude  upda t i ng  t h e  webs i t e ,

wr i t i ng  a r t i c l e s  and  a  f i n anc i a l  p ropo s a l ,  c r a f t i n g

ma t e r i a l s  f o r  t r a i n i ng  web ina r s  and  con su l t a t i on s ,

and  a t t end i ng  week l y  mee t i ng s .  The  FPCC  t e am

s t r add l e s  f i v e  con t i n en t s ,  s o  t h ank  t h e  god s  f o r

Zoom !

Th i s  s emes t e r  I ' v e  been  wo r k i ng  a t  UN ICEF  on  t h e

Commun i c a t i on  f o r  Deve l opmen t  t e am .  I ' v e

p r ima r i l y  been  s uppo r t i ng  a  p ro j e c t  t h a t  connec t s

ch i l d r en  i n  coun t r i e s  a r ound  t h e  wo r l d  w i th

t r an sna t i ona l ,  med i a - f o cu s ed  NGOs  t o  engage

them  i n  pa r t i c i p a t o r y  r e s e a r ch  abou t  t h e i r

e xpe r i en ce s  du r i ng  COV ID - 1 9 .  I t  ha s  been

f a s c i n a t i ng  t o  pa r t a k e  i n  bo t t om -up  wo r k  t h a t

cha l l e nge s  common  pe r c ep t i on s  o f  UN  p ro ce s s e s ,

and  t h e  cou r s ewo r k  we ' v e  been  engag i ng  w i th  ha s

been  comp l emen t a r y  and  compe l l i n g .

JOHNNY  HAMMER  

HANNAH  TRAUTWE IN

MEET  THE  

UN ICEF

INTERNS

Hannah next to the UNICEF  sign 



A t  t h e  UK  Mi s s i on ,  I  wo r k  f o r  t h e  Human i t a r i a n ,

Peacebu i l d i ng ,  and  Deve l opmen t  s e c t i on  on  t h e

Su s t a i n ab l e  Deve l opmen t  and  Econom i c  t e am .  Th r ough

my  i n t e r n sh i p ,  I  ha ve  had  nume rou s  oppo r t un i t i e s  t o  pu sh

f o rwa rd  a  w ide  v a r i e t y  o f  t ime l y  s o c i a l  and  econom i c

de ve l opmen t  i s s u e s ,  i n c l ud i ng  g l oba l  ac ce s s  t o  Cov i d - 1 9

v a c c i n e s ,  hand  hyg i ene ,  un i v e r s a l  ac ce s s  t o  s an i t a t i on ,

t h e  r i gh t s  o f  s e a f a r e r s  and  f i s h e r s ,  f i n anc i ng  f o r

de v e l opmen t ,  and  UN  de ve l opmen t  s y s t em  r e f o rm .  I ’ v e

a l s o  had  t h e  oppo r t un i t y  t o  l i a i s e  w i th  d ip l oma t s  f r om

ac r o s s  t h e  wo r l d  and  co l l abo r a t e  w i th  UN  agenc i e s ,  l i k e

UN ICEF  and  t h e  WHO .  Work i ng  a t  t h e  UN  i s  an  e xqu i s i t e

oppo r t un i t y  t o  e xpe r i en ce  d ip l omac y  i n  ac t i on ,  

and  e v en  become  a  d ip l oma t  y ou r s e l f !

H i ,  I  am  Wi l l !  A t  UKM IS ,  I  wo r k  i n  t h e  Po l i t i c a l  Sec t i on

on  t h e  S t r a t eg i c  Th r e a t s  Team ,  wh i ch  co v e r s  ho t  bu t t on

i s s ue s  g l oba l l y .  I ’ v e  r e a l l y  en j o y ed  t h i s  e xpe r i en ce ,

becau s e  t h e  c l a s s  d i s cu s s i on s  abou t  UN  s t r u c t u r e  and

i t s  capac i t y  a s  a  ( t h eo r e t i c a l l y  apo l i t i c a l )  body  on

Con f l i c t  P r e v en t i on  a r e  pa i r ed  w i th  an  e y e  i n t o  t h e

i nhe r en t l y  po l i t i c a l  wo r k  and  ba s i s  upon  wh i ch  Membe r

S t a t e s  engage  w i th  t h e  UN .  Fu r t he rmo r e ,  wo r k i ng  i n

t h e  Po l i t i c a l  Sec t i on  nece s s a r i l y  r e a che s  i n t o  s o  many

d i f f e r en t  que s t i on s  —  o f  s t a t e  s o v e r e i gn t y ,  o f  human

r i gh t s  abu s e s ,  o f  mig r a t i on  and  de s t ab i l i z ed  a r e a s ,  e t c .

Add r e s s i ng  t h e s e  que s t i on s  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h r ough  a

v a r i e t y  o f  f o rma t s  ( t hough  s imp l e r  when  made  v i r t u a l ) ,

and  I ’ v e  been  l u c k y  t o  s e e  t h e  ac t ua l  p ro ce s s  o f  UN

re so l u t i on  nego t i a t i ng ,  o f  e v en t  p l ann i ng ,  and  o f

l obby i ng .  S imp l y  pu t ,  t h e  i n t e r n sh i p  ha s  been  e y e

open i ng  f o r  me ,  i n  a  new  unde r s t and i ng  o f  t h e

comp l e x  i n t e r e s t s  a t  s t a k e  i n  each  mino r  o r  ma jo r

i n t e r n a t i ona l  cha l l e nge  and  i n  t h e  t r u l y -a -p roduc t -o f -

con s en su s - r e s u l t .

MEET  THE  

UK  MISS ION

INTERNS

WAFA  ABED IN  -  HUMAN ITAR IAN

&  PEACEBU I LD ING  

WILL  CANAVAN  -  POL I T I CAL :

STRATEG IC  THREATS



H i !  I  wo r k  w i th i n  t h e  Gene r a l  As s emb l y ,  Human

R i gh t s ,  &  Commun i c a t i on s  (GAHRC )  t e am !  I  s p l i t  my

t ime  be tween  t h e  GAHR  s i d e  and  comms  s i d e .  I n  my

commun i c a t i on s  wo r k ,  i t  ha s  been  f a s c i n a t i ng  t o

s e e  how  d i g i t a l  commun i c a t i on s ,  e spec i a l l y

p l a t f o rms  l i k e  Tw i t t e r  i n  t h e  e r a  o f  COV ID - 1 9 ,  ha ve

become  s i t e s  o f  d ip l omac y  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l i sm  v i a

v i d eo s ,  g r aph i c s ,  and  Twee t s  ( t h e  f o unde r s  o f  t h e

UN  ne ve r  cou l d  ha ve  p r ed i c t ed  t h i s ! ) .  I n  t h e  r e a lm

o f  human  r i gh t s ,  I  ha ve  s uppo r t ed  t h e  Mi s s i on ’ s

wo r k  i n  t h e  Th i r d  Commi t t e e :  Soc i a l ,  Human i t a r i a n ,

and  Cu l t u r a l  I s s u e sb y  coo rd i n a t i ng  t h e

i n t e r v en t i on s  made  du r i ng  t h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  d i a l ogue s

w i t h  Spec i a l  P ro cedu r e s  manda t e  ho lde r s  and

o rgan i z i ng  t h e  Mi s s i on ’ s  v o t i ng  po s i t i o n s  and

s t a t emen t s .  du r i ng  t h e  v o t i ng  s e s s i on .  As  t h e

He l l o !  My  name  i s  Dy l an  J one s  and  I  am  i n t e r n i ng

w i t h  t h e  Managemen t  Re f o rm  and  F i n ance  t e am  a t

t he  Un i t ed  K ingdom  Pe rmanen t  Mi s s i on  t o  t h e

Un i t ed  Na t i on s .  On  t h i s  t e am ,  I  wo r k  i n  t h e  F i f t h

Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  UN  Gene r a l  As s emb l y ,  wh i ch

hand l e s  budge t i ng  and  s t a f f i n g  p ro ce s s e s .  I  wo r k

d i r e c t l y  w i th  UK  de l ega t e s  and  a s s i s t  w i th  budge t

and  da t a  ana l y s i s ,  and  ad v i s e  on  po l i c y  mak ing

dec i s i on s .  Pa r t i c i p a t i ng  i n  t h e  UN  p rog r am  ha s  been

f a s c i n a t i ng  a s  I  am  ga i n i ng  l i f e - chang i ng  i n t e r n sh i p

e xpe r i en ce  t h a t  ha s  t a ugh t  me  s o  much  abou t

mu l t i l a t e r a l i sm  and  t h e  i n t e r n a t i ona l  commun i t y .

DYLAN  JONES  -

MANAGEMENT  REFORM  

&  F INANCE

s e s s i on  i s  conc l uded  and  I  move  on  t o  o the r

t a s k s ,  I  w i l l  dea r l y  mi s s  t h e  Cha i r  o f  t h e

Commi t t e e ,  Amba s s ado r  Ka t a l i n  Bogya y  o f

Hunga r y ,  a s k i ng  u s  he r  ca t chph r a s e ,  “a r e  y ou

w i t h  u s ? ”

MAYA  ANGULO  -  GA ,

HUMAN  R IGHTS  &

COMMUN ICAT IONS

a r e  y o u
w i t h
u s ?



Thanks for Reading! Don't forget to follow us on Instagram @OxyattheUN

LAST  BUT  NOT  LEAST ,

Coming Soon:  

Stay tuned for more student introductions and an exciting

wrap up edition!

One of the highlights of the Oxy-at-the-UN experience every year is

those special moments you get to spend with the rest of the cohort .

Although we have had to get a bit more creative this year about

planning fun events that accommodate different time zones and

remote internship schedules we have still been able to create

memories together .  Aside from socials ,  Among Us play parties ,  and

movie nights ,  one of the biggest highlights was our Halloween bash !

The G-18 (along with some of their pets) dressed up and got to

partake in a costume contest .  We had witches ,  vampires ,  Daphne from

Scooby Doo ,  and even celebrity guest appearances like Maddie Ziegler

in Sia 's Chandelier video .  Although the votes were close ,  Maddie

Ziegler (aka Will Canavan from the UK Mission) took the victory !  

Look to the next newsletter to see what the G-18 has been up to as 

we finish out this semester .  

COHORT  BOND ING

EVENTS

Newsletter made by: Nina Srdić Hadži-Nešić, Maya Angulo, Darla Chavez Chavez 


