
 

 

 

August 3, 2016 

 

Dear Summer Research Conference Attendees, 

 

Welcome to our Summer Research Conference.  This is the culmination of the 2016 Summer 

Research Program, celebrating the exciting accomplishments of our students and their faculty 

mentors.  This may be the students’ first experience presenting their scholarly work in a public 

setting, and it may be the result of years of effort.  We are very proud of the work they have 

done, and hope that this experience will help set the stage for their life-long journeys as scholars 

and researchers. 

 

For nearly three decades, Occidental has supported undergraduate research in all disciplines on 

campus: the arts, humanities, social sciences, and both the natural and physical sciences.  The 

Summer Research Program has helped to place Oxy at the forefront of liberal arts colleges 

nationally. 

 

Today, we encourage you to attend the presentations and visit the posters of students in various 

fields to fully realize the scope of the summer research program.  Along the way, you may run 

into faculty, staff, students, and invited guests with whom you can share your experience.  

 

Enjoy this special day! 

 

 
 

Scott Bogue 

Director, Sponsored and Undergraduate Research 

Professor of Geology 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Locations:  

Registration and name tag distribution will be located in the Academic Quad near the Clapp 
Library/Academic Commons Main Entrance, #5 on the map. 

Oral Presentations will be held in Fowler Hall, #3 on the map.  

Poster Presentations will be held on the 3rd floor of the Clapp Library/Academic Commons, #5 on the 
map. 

Lunch will be served in the Gresham Dining Hall in the Johnson Student Center and Freeman College 
Union, #15 on the map. (Please enter through Branca Patio.) 

 

 

 

 

























































 

Funding 
 

Thank you! 
 

Occidental College gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following donors 
to the Undergraduate Research Center. Nearly three decades of rich and 
transformative faculty-student research opportunities have been made possible 
by this support. Thank you for enabling Occidental to continue on with this proud 
tradition. 
 

Endowments/Foundations: 

 Argonaut Creative Writing Fund 

 Arnston Memorial Award 

 American Psychological Association 
Summer Undergraduate Research 
Experience Grant (SUROG) 

 Ray A. Billington Endowment  

 Mary S. Caswell Endowment 

 Chemistry and Biochemistry Summer 
Research Fellowship 

 Christine Chui and Robert T.K. Chui, MD 
'72 Endowed Fund for Undergraduate 
Research 

 Cosman Family: The Dieter Cosman 
Shell Collection at Occidental College 

 Donald R. Deardorff Endowed 
Undergraduate Summer Research 
Fellowship for Chemistry 

 The Fletcher Jones Foundation  

 Ford Foundation Research Fellows 
Endowment 

 Walter B. Gerken Fellowship in Public 
Policy 

 Institute for the Study of Los Angeles 

 W.M. Keck Foundation  

 Naomi N. Kurata and Fred K. Kurata, 
M.D. ‘71 

 Walter C. and Patricia Harris Mack 
Undergraduate Summer Research Fund  

 The Paul K. & Evalyn E. Cook Richter 
Trusts  

 Kristina D. Louie Memorial Fellowship 

 National Science Foundation 

 National Institutes of Health  

 The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation 

 Mark Paulsen ’10 Endowed Research 
Fellowship in the Chemical Sciences 

 The Will J. Reid Foundation  

 Research Corporation 

 Bennet W. Schwartz Study Grant  

 John Stauffer Charitable Trust 

 Summer Faculty/Student Research 
Endowment 

 Undergraduate Research Program  
 

 

Donors to the Occidental Summer Research Fund:  
 

Coastal Community Foundation, Katharine D. Hagen ’07, Dr. Ann Hand '76 and Dr. Vincent Hand '76, 
Patricia H. Mack ’52, Dr. Dennis Mitchell, Andrew F. Newcomb ’75, Dr. Bimal R. Patel '90,  Maren Roe 
’05, Dr. Thomas Stark and Su Lee Stark P’12, Nathaniel J. Villaume ’01,  Michael Zlotoff ‘05 

Donors to the Chemistry Alumni Research Fund 
 

Donors to the John Stauffer Charitable Trust Challenge 



Acknowledgements 
 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all the Occidental faculty 
and staff members who devote so much of their time to mentoring and 
supporting our summer research fellows. Without these dedicated 
people, our program could not exist. 
 
 

2016 Summer Research Program Selection Committee 
 

Andrew Shtulman (Chair)  
Scott Bogue  
John Bouchard  
Heather N. Lukes 

Cheryl Okumura  
Janet Scheel  
Andrew Udit 

 

 
Faculty Mentors 

 

Jeremiah Axelrod 

Renee Baran 

Elizabeth Braker 

Carolyn Brighouse 

Jeffrey Cannon * 

Dale Chapman * 

Chris Craney 

Nancy Dess 

Peter Dreier * 

Shana Goffredi * 

Elmer Griffin 

Michael Hill 

Jane Hong 

Andrea Hopmeyer 

Victor Kenyon 

Sarah Kozinn 

Brandon Lehr 

Carmel Levitan 

Justin Ning Hui Li * 

Yilun Liu (City of Hope) 

Shanna Lorenz 

Donna Maeda 

John McCormack 

Karen Molinder * 

Warren Montag 

Robert Moore 

Jesse Mora 

Clair Morrissey 

Myralyn Nartey 

Aram Nersissian * 

Diana Ngo 

Gretchen North 

Chris Oze 

Virginia Parks 

Simeon Pillich 

Jennifer Piscopo 

Roberta Pollock 

Dan Pondella 

Julie Prebel 

Alexandra Puerto 

Marcella Raney 

Derek Ross * 

Margi Rusmore 

Anne Schell 

George Schmiedeshoff 

Joseph Schulz 

Danzy Senna 

Aleksandra Sherman 

Andrew Shtulman 

Dan Snowden-Ifft * 

Eileen Spain 

Damian Stocking 

Kerry Thompson 

Andrew Udit * 

Kirsten Wandschneider 

Amanda Zellmer * 

  
* = Also served as Area 
Coordinator 

 



 

Campus Departments 
 

 Business Office 

 Campus Dining 

 Campus Safety 

 Career Development 
Center  

 Center for Digital Liberal 
Arts 

 College Library/ Academic 
Commons 

 Communications/Marc 
Campos  

 Conference Services 

 Dean of the College 
Office/Interim Dean Kerry 
Thompson & Carolyn 
Adams 

 Facilities Management 

 Information Technology 

 Institutional Review 
Boards 

 International Programs 

 Media Services 

 National Awards and 
Fellowships Office/Kim 
Babon 

 Residential Education and 
Housing Services 

 Scholarship Technology 

 Strategic Initiatives/ 
Jasmine Teran 

 UEP/Sylvia Chico 

   
 

Undergraduate Research Center Staff 
 

Scott Bogue      Karla J. Hernández 
Janet Morris      Ca’la K. Connors 

 
 

 
 

Program designed by:  Ca'la K. Connors '17 

 

  

Front cover photo of 2016 SRP fellows and mentors: Marc Campos 



NOTES 
 
  




