Community Narratives: A Case Study of the Esperanza
Community Housing Corporation
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ensuring affordable housing; the leading founder was
one of the first people to recognize housing as a
health issue. However, Esperanza recognizes the
importance and value of other areas of human life
that are of equal importance to housing.
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Mercado la Paloma. One of the five focuses that
Esperanza takes for community development and
empowerment is art. The importance of having these
installations and events has been highlighted during this
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installation and cultural events fortify community
development by fostering community relations and
creating an accessible form of art that allows people
from different backgrounds to learn without
expectations. During a time where community are
spread thin by social distancing the “Mujeres del
Mercado” exhibit provides a recognition of eleven
women who are the staple of the Mercado |la Paloma

Il. Esperanza’s Strategies

Esperanza aims to creature and nurture a healthy
community in the Figueroa Corridor with a focus in five
core areas: affordable housing, health, arts, education,
and economic development. The organization believes
that all five of these areas are equal and that a person
shouldn’t have to prioritize any individual need above
another, so they have an equal focus on each section.
Esperanza makes it a part of their vision to empower
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