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Creating an Effective Presentation



A Presentation on Presentations



Poster or Talk?



Poster or Talk?

Posters allow for more personal interaction, but talks 
reach a larger audience.

Both require careful consideration of structure, format, 
and content.



Essential Components

Introduction: Motivate your study

Method: Explain what you did

Results: Highlight key findings

Discussion: Put your findings in context



Motivate Your Study

A good introduction:

(1) Lays out the theoretical questions at hand.
(2) Reviews past research pertaining to those questions.
(3) Identifies a gap that your study addresses.

Your lit review needs to drive toward your study; do not 
just string together a bunch of abstracts.



Explain What You Did 

Describe your methods of investigation and analysis in 
specific, concrete terms.

Do not assume your audience is familiar with the 
conventions in your field.

Or that they cannot understand those conventions.



Highlight Key Findings

You can’t present everything you found; distill what’s 
most important to your question/hypothesis.



Put Your Findings in Context

Discuss your findings in 
the context of larger 
theoretical questions.

Your audience should 
walk away knowing what 
you found and why it 
matters.



Balance Text, Images, Space







Use Large Font

If you stick to a large font (18-24 pt), you won’t be 
tempted to commit this atrocity:



Use Text Sparingly

Aim for 2-3 ideas (bullet points, sentences) per slide.

If you need to say more, add another slide.

Do not shrink your font to cram in more text; you can 
discuss the same topic across multiple slides.



Break Up Your Ideas

Use your slides/textboxes as ways of moving along and 
keeping a steady pace.

Try not to linger on the same slide/textbox for more than 
a minute.

Presentations, unlike papers, unfold in time.



Discuss What You Show

Do not include information you do not intend to discuss; 
unexplained jargon, images, symbols buy you nothing.



Show What You Discuss

Beware of presenter 
tools.

You should be on the 
same page as your 
audience.

Discuss the text or 
image your audience 
is currently viewing.



Use Tables

Tables are better than text at conveying a series of 
numbers or labels.

Tables do not have to be complicated.

Age group Accuracy Speed

4- to 5-year-olds 70% 4.0 seconds
6- to 7-year-olds 80% 3.0 seconds
8- to 9-year-olds 90% 2.0 seconds



Use Figures 

Figures are better than tables at conveying patterns, e.g., 
differences between groups, correlations, interactions.



Use Images 

Images are often better than text at conveying materials, 
procedures, or examples.



Use Images



Use Images



Use Your Memory

Your talk is the 
presentation, not 
your slides/poster.

Treat your 
slides/poster as an 
outline (a shared 
outline).



Be Objective

Talk about the research, not 
about you.

Explain why the research is of 
general interest and how it 
informs our understanding of 
the topic.



Be Succinct

When presenting your findings, present only those:

(a) Motivated at the beginning of the talk.
(b) Interpreted at the end of the talk.

The same goes for prior research; present only those 
studies that directly bears on yours.



Be Persuasive

Don’t just present facts 
(“this is what others did, 
this is what I did”); 
present an argument.

Use your findings to 
persuade the audience 
of some claim.



Be Conclusive 

Do not just summarize your findings; draw conclusions
from your findings.

Explain how they inform our understanding of the causes 
or consequences of the phenomenon of interest.



Practice, Practice, Practice

Practice with friends, 
lab mates, area group 
members.

You’ll identify:

(a) Places where you 
need to add material.

(b) Places where you 
need to slow down.
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