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Introductions!

Codey (he/him): junior, politics major, classics/philosophy minor

Moira (she/hers): sophomore, (undeclared) MAC major

Grace (she/hers): senior, CSLC major, art history minor
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What is a Literature Review?

A literature review 
ought to evaluate 
existing research and 
position the student’s 
argument/thesis into 
the literature.

A literature review 
should not merely 
present and summarize 
the existing ideas in the 
field of  study the 
student is researching.

A literature review 
should survey and 
synthesize the 
scholarship in relation 
to the student’s claims.
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 “A literature review establishes familiarity with and 
understanding of  current research in a particular field before 
carrying out a new investigation. Conducting a literature 
review should enable you to find out what research has already 
been done and identify what is unknown within your topic.” 
(University of  Edinburgh).

Academic Importance of Literature Reviews
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Organizational Pattern of  a Literature Review



Developing a Critical Lens
Assessing prior scholarship and positioning your own 

argument within it.
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What to identify in a Literature Review

★ Trends and patterns of particular academic approaches/methods over time

★ Concepts/subjects/arguments that are continually present across the literature

★ Disagreements and contradictions in the different sources’ theories, methods, 

and results

★ Any influential scholarship that altered the direction or understanding of the 

research being conducted
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Example: Cyber Bullying and Victim Characteristics

Maxwell, 
n.d.
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Positioning Your Argument

What are the gaps? How does your thesis fit in?

★ Subject matter
★ Methodology
★ Inconsistencies in the literature
★ Theoretical disputes

★ Assess the gaps in the literature
★ Incorporate your thesis at the 

end of the review
★ Acknowledge the future 

direction of scholarship
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Example: Addressing Gaps and 
the Future of Research

Reece, 2002
11

The History of Critical Thinking in the American Education System



Using Critical Language

Turabian et al., 2019
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Using Critical Language

Turabian et al., 2019
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Example: Using Critical Language
Media Piracy and its Economic Consequences

Duval, n.d.



Contextualizing 
Evidence

Putting evidence and authors in conversation
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Putting Sources into Conversation: 
Useful questions for getting started

● What is the scope of  the topic?
● What is the purpose of  the research?
● Who is the intended audience?
● What is the time period?
● What is the geographical coverage?
● What are the relevant/related disciplines?
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WowEssays. (2020, January, 28) Pangloss In Candide Literature Review Examples. Retrieved February 25, 2022, from 
https://www.wowessays.com/free-samples/pangloss-in-candide-literature-review-examples/
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Why is context 
important?
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Importance of Annotation and Research:
Giacomo Puccini and Martin Heidegger:

19



Using Citations
Recognizing how citations reflect your confidence and 

understanding of the topic at hand
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● Begins with a solid understanding of  your topic
● This base will serve as a foundation for the writer to take the 

argument further in the research paper.
● Because lit reviews are based upon the work of  other authors, 

footnotes and citations hold significant weight. Using them 
properly is crucial in writing a lit review.

A Good Lit Review
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A Note On Citations

Citations must always 
be coupled with 
synthesis and analysis.
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● Synthesis: summary
● Analysis: adds to the 

greater discourse of your 
topic (which is 
ultimately, what you 
should aim for in every 
paper you write)



What role do citations play in demonstrating the writer’s 
understanding of and positioning within the topic?

Recognize the efforts of 
those who came before 
you (Ravetz, 1971). 

Create a list of sources 
for your reader in order 
in hopes of preparing 
new spaces for research 
(Swales, 1990).

Establish an intellectual 
network of others in 
your field (White, 2001).

Show a solid 
recognition of relevant 
resources in the topic 
(Bavelas, 1978)

Gives the reader 
confidence that you are 
familiar with the topic 
at hand (Gilbert, 1977)
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Citing in Your Lit Review

Integral: when you aim to focus the 
attention on the researcher, as 
opposed to the research (Feak and 
Swales 45) most often used in humanities– a field 
that values theorists

Non-integral: when you aim to focus 
the attention on the research (Feak 
and Swales 45) most often used in sciences–a field 
that  values findings

Muehlbach and Walsh (1995) 
examined the effects of caffeine 
administered during a 
night-shift and its effects on 
subsequent daytime sleep.

Research indicates that near to 50 
percent of night-shift workers 
extend their normal hours of 
wakefulness from the average 16 to 
24h on the first night-shift of their 
schedule (Akerstedt, 1995).
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Footnotes

Purpose: 

to cite a source or further explain a 
topic -USC LibGuides

DIFFERENT from endnotes, which go at the VERY END of a 
paper and is essentially  a list of all the footnotes used in 
the paper
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Footnotes

● can help more interested readers gain more knowledge about 
your topic (a space where you can put further explanation)

● can point readers to resources that can tell them more
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THANK YOU FOR COMING!

visit bit.ly/oxywc for more 
resources or to schedule an 

appointment with us.

Follow @oxywritingcenter!

http://bit.ly/oxywc

