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Introductions!

Mikayla (she/her/hers): sophomore, American Studies and Black
Studies major and English minor

Marina (she/her/hers): sophomore, undeclared politics major and
undeclared education minor

Nina (she/her/hers): senior, sociology major, history minor



Questions to ask before reading

Source
: What year was
Who is the A
thor? : Hlshoeas
S ' published?
Type Intention
i What will you be
What genre is : .
using this

iece?
the piece reading for?
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Skimming
Reading for the
main points with an
emphasis on thesis,

topic sentences,
and conclusion

0

What are you reading for?

o= |
O=_

Ok,

Analyzing
Asking questions of
the text with the
intention of making
larger claims and
connections

=

Annotating
Making notes
within the text with
main themes,
questions, and
important quotes

_

Rereading

Some pieces need
to be read a second
or third time. This is
normally with the
intent of finding

seeciﬁc answers.




How to prepare for annotating

Space Focus

An nota:cll:‘nlglgﬁes time.

Annotating can be a Are you reading on a B N Annotating can be
difficult task. Ask computer or in print? Do F fgr difficult. Make sure you
yourself where you focus you have annotating gogrse. kA succhccass are in the right mental
best tools? J giving yourse space to begin reading.

enough time.



The dos and don'ts of annotating

Find a space that
works best for you

Have the tools you
need in order to
successfully annotate

Read curiously and
analytically

Dont annotate in a
chaotic and stressful
enviornment

Don't be unprepared.
Think back to what
you needed for
annotating

Don't read without
actively engaging
with the text



What is the purpose of annotating?

Conversation

Your annotations should
be a conversation with
the text, responding to,
guestioning, and
commenting on the
content

For you!
Your notes are for
yourself, you should
figure out what works
best for you! Make notes
for yourself for later.

The larger purpose is to
increase your
engagement with the
text- it forces you to
think more deeply and
make connections about
the content

Connections
You should be making
connections to other
content from the class
and your other
knowledge from other
classes, readings, or life
experience v



Helpful Methods: When and Why you should be
using them

Highlight
or
unine

This should NOT be
the only way you
annotate- use it
together with these
other steps!

Summarize

Write comments or
questions for you to
come back to!

Note
useful or
important
quotes

o0

Summarize each
paragraph or
section so you have
something to look
back on easily!

Take out the
‘money quotes’ -
we will get into this
more later!



Note taking -what to think about

What are the main points of the entire article
and smaller sections? Try putting them in
your own words or think about how you
would explain it to a friend!

Questions! Are you confused on
anything? Make notes of areas to ask
your professor about or look it up and

write down the explanation for yourself.

How does this relate to the content of the class
or the writing you will be working on? Focus on
the relevant pieces!

What do you think? Scholarly writing is a
conversation, how would you respond to
the author's ideas in a discussion?



Figure out what works for you!

(~ Paperorby )
hand

Do you prefer marking
up in the margins? Many
people print out readings

or use a device like an

1

A——

ipad.
=

[ Digital )

There are many helpful
online tools for
annotating, like

commenting on google

docs, highlight features,

and digital sticky notes |

(~ Separate ™

Notes
This typically takes longer
than marking up on a
computer or in the
margins, but can help
organize your thoughts
and important take-aways
or sections, especially

e

when preparing to write a
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MICHAEL MCCANN & HELENA SILVERSTEIN

Many scholars in recent years have examined the relationship between law and the
politics of social reform advocacy in the United States. The bulk of this scholarship
has been highly circumspect regarding the progressive potential of legal tactics,
legal institutions, and cause lawyers for social reform movements. These critical
analyses suggest that, at best, cause lawyers and legal activism tend to be ineffective
in advancing progressive reform goals. Many scholars go yet further in arguing
that lawyers and legal activism often actually divert movement energies away from
radical alternatives, thereby unwittingly reinforcing rather than challenging domi-
nant institutional relations and ideologies. As such, critical legal scholars fre-
quently counsel against reliance on litigation, legal discourse, and legal activists in
struggles for social change.!

We too have been influenced by this critical view of law and lawyers. Indeed,
much of our own work has been inspired and informed by skeptical assessments
of law in general and the propensities of cause lawyers specifically.” However, our
recent research has led each of us to reassess this critical stance. Our evidence—
gathered from separate studies on the recent movements for gender-based pay
equity (or comparable worth) and animal rights in the United States®—suggests
that many familiar generalizations about cause lawyers are overly broad and inade-
quately substantiated. Indeed, we have found that lawyers can, under certain cir-

@ cumstances, contribute important strategic resources and skills to the advance-
X \é(

ment of movement reform goals. In addition, our research has confirmed that

o many movement layers are very avware of the considerable dravbacks associated

2:56PM SunOct 16

Sy L .
Litigation versus Other Tactics
N

reserved

*}‘b!hcmes regarding the understandings and practices of cause lawyers in our case
studies. Perhaps most obvious is that, because lawyers did not view litigation as an

P\ TS itself, they were very itted to hancing, and
N (pp di: i of other political tac-
\ue’gg, tics. Indeed, cause lawyers in our studies strongly urged, led, and coordinated
ltidi 1 strategic c in many cases. Exemplifying this approach,

one animal rights attorney suggested that litigation activity always contains three
parts: litigation, education, and legislation. When engaging in a lawsuit, “ideally,
there should be a piece of legislation ready to go so that an angry public that has
just read about it . . . can say ‘now Mr. or Ms. Assemblyperson, vote for this. >
Wage equity lawyers repeatedly emphasized as well that litigation could not be
separated from organizing, lobbying, public demonstrations, and other tactical

s 4o % "The points outlined in the previous section are related to other more specific
N
S
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rather than
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activities.

Cause Lawyering : Poliical Commitments and Professional Respansibites, edited by Austin Sarat, and Stuart
‘Scheingold, Oxford University Press, Incorporated, 1998. ProQuest Ebook Central, 1

Created from oxy on 2021-07-02 22:00:30.

270 Strategies of Cause Lawyering under Liberal Legalism

It is relevant to emphasize here that most lawyers in both movements person-
ally played a variety of roles not directly tied to litigation, negotiation, and other
forms of official counsel work. As already documented, these lawyers spent much
of their time actively generating movement publicity, rallying existing or potential
movement supporters, coalition building, and political strategizing. “Preparing
and arguing cases in the narrow sense takes up only about 10% of my time,” one
equity attorney reported. “The largest portion of time is spent out there talking
to people, educating, mobilizing, organizing, proselytizing, ranting and raving if
necessary” about issues of concern to workers.*

Not surprisingly, such endeavors generated among many cause lawyers whom
we encountered a very complex view regarding legal effectiveness and impact, and
especially regarding the value of winning cases in court. On the one hand, as we

\  have already noted, most cause lawyers were skeptical about the transformative
o impacts of victorious lawsuits alone, in the absence of other well-coordinated po-
litical actions. On the other hand, they were equally well aware of the power that
could be derived from legal actions that did not necessarily depend on winning

— ims. Where courts were relatively unsupportive of larger move-
xample, equity lawyers often focused on narrower legal claims
that might at least fu e = won on larger claims, or
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Identifying ‘Money’ Quotes

; -
What is the message
of this quote?
N SR
[

o

.

How does this quote
help convey the
overall message of the
text?

J

SN

Does this quote support
an argument I want to
make?

~

S
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Supporting a Claim With Evidence

-  How do details of the selected passage support your argument?
- Pay attention to rhetorical devices - how do they help to “show” what
you are arguing about the overall importance of the passage?

Some rhetorical devices to focus on:

- Language (word choice, sentence structure, repetition)
- Imagery
- Symbolism

13



To Quote or Not to Quote?

- Only use quotes when the author’s words are absolutely essential

- Quotes do not speak for themselves - your job as a writer is to convey
what you find significant about a quote

- Find ‘money quotes’ that best support your argument

Ways of using evidence without quoting:

- Paraphrasing: rephrase the text in your own words
- Summarizing: condense the text in your own words

14



Integrating Quotes into a Paragraph

Provide context, name the

author, introduce what _ Include a citation
you are trying to prove immediately following
there are many ways to the quote — check your
set up your evidencel citation style guidelines!

Introduce Ry .
Quote Citation Analysis
Choose wisely! Rule of Several sentences
thumb: the best quotes communicating your
are between five words interpretation of the quote
and three lines on a page. and how it supports your
argument

15



Templates for Integrating Quotes

- Xdisagrees when they write, “
- Basically, X is warning that..

- In other words, X believes...

- X's pointis that..

How do claims of the text connect to your own? Why do
you find this quote to be worth quoting?
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Now it’s time to try some of the reading annotating strategies

introduced in this workshop! Make a copy of this linked
graphic organizer: https://bit.lv/3ELwWI3j

18


https://bit.ly/3ELwI3j

Grophic Organizer Directions

Use the linked graphic organizer to organize your quotes, responses, and working thesis
statement. Think back to the 3 different sections that were reviewed during the workshop:

1.) preparing to read your texts.
2.) annotating your texts with a clear purpose.
3.) developing your quotes and annotations with the purpose of developing a working thesis.

If you are not yet preparing to write an essay and your primary goal is to understand the

reading to engage in class discussion, you can skip writing down your working thesis on the
top of page 2.
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Thank you for Coming!

Visit bit.ly/oxywc for more resources or to schedule an
appointment with us.

Follow @oxywritingcenter!
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